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BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

February 2010 

 

 

 

 

Each February, Black History Month honors the struggles and triumphs of millions of American 

citizens over the most devastating obstacles ð slavery, prejudice, poverty ð as well as their 

contributions to the nationôs cultural and political life. 

 

Black History Month was the inspiration of Carter G. Woodson, a noted scholar and historian, 

who instituted Negro History Week in 1926. He chose the second week of February to coincide 

with the birthdays of President Abraham Lincoln and the abolitionist Frederick Douglass.  

The celebration was expanded to a month in 1976, the nationôs bicentennial. President Gerald R. 

Ford urged Americans to ñseize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected 

accomplishments of black Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our history.ò  

Woodson, the son of former slaves in Virginia, realized that the struggles and achievements of 

Americans of African descent were being ignored or misrepresented. He founded the Association 

for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH), which supports historical research, 

publishes a scholarly journal and sets the theme for Black History Month each year. 
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The theme for 2010, ñThe History of Black Economic Empowerment,ò celebrates the centennial of 

the National Urban League by exploring racial uplift and black economic development in the 

twentieth century. The need for economic development has been a central element of black life.  

After centuries of unrequited toil as slaves, African Americans gained their freedom and found 

themselves in the struggle to make a living.   

Each year, the U.S. President honors Black History Month, or African-American History Month as 

it is also called, with a proclamation and a celebration at the White House. States and cities hold 

their own events around the country, as do U.S. Embassies abroad, and media feature topics 

related to African-American history. 

 

Source:  http://amlife.america.gov/amlife/diversity/black-history-month.html 

 

 
Civil Rights Timeline 

Milestones in the modern civil rights movement 

by Borgna Brunner and Elissa Haney

1948 1954 1960 1967 1968 1971 1988 1991 2005 2008

1948 

1954 

1955 

http://amlife.america.gov/amlife/diversity/black-history-month.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html#events-1948
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html#events-1954
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html#events-1960
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html#events-1967
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html#events-1968
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html#events-1971
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html#events-1988
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html#events-1991
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html#events-2005
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html#events-2008
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0847276.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/brown.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/brown.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/society/A0834933.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0831961.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html#Wn
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/bhmjustice5.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0831961.html
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1957 

http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/us/A0833852.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0837678.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/mlkbiospot.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/mlkbiospot.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html#Wn
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0921231.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0900072.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/us/A0829994.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0825309.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0818333.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0816900.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/bhmheroes1.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0837678.html
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1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/us/A0821767.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0900073.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/us/A0841031.html
http://www.infoplease.com/dictionary/sncc
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0810493.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html#Wn
http://www.infoplease.com/ipd/A0448866.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/society/A0813227.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/society/A0813227.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0930434.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/mlkspeeches.html
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1964 

http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/us/A0825821.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0878426.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/bhmjustice2.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108620.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/marchonwashington.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/marchonwashington.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0760601.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0874987.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/us/A0807662.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/bhmjustice3.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html#Wn

