w ' Information Resource Center
Embassy of the United States of America

B Athens, Greece

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
February 2010

Each February, Black History Month honors the struggles and triumphs of millions of American
citizens over the most devastating obstacles 8 slavery, prejudice, poverty 8 as well as their
contributionstothenat i ondéds cul tur al and political i fe.

Black History Month was the inspiration of Carter G. Woodson, a noted scholar and historian,
who instituted Negro History Week in 1926. He chose the second week of February to coincide
with the birthdays of President Abraham Lincoln and the abolitionist Frederick Douglass.

The celebration was expanded to a month in 1976, the
Ford urged Americans to fisei zotfenhdglected pportunity to hort
accomplishments of black Americans in every area of endeavort hr oughout our history. 0

Woodson, the son of former slaves in Virginia, realized that the struggles and achievements of
Americans of African descent were being ignored or misrepresented. He founded the Association
for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH), which supports historical research,
publishes a scholarly journal and sets the theme for Black History Month each year.
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The theme for 2010, Th@ History of Black Economic Empowerment, celebrates the centennial of
the National Urban League by exploring racial uplift and black economic development in the
twentieth century. The need for economic development has been a central element of black life.
After centuries of unrequited toil as slaves, African Americans gained their freedom and found
themselves in the struggle to make a living.

Each year, the U.S. President honors Black History Month, or African-American History Month as
it is also called, with a proclamation and a celebration at the White House. States and cities hold
their own events around the country, as do U.S. Embassies abroad, and media feature topics
related to African-American history.

Source: http://amlife.america.gov/amlife/diversity/black-history-month.html

Civil Rights Timeline
Milestones in the modern civil rights movement

by Borgna Brunner and Elissa Haney

1948 1954 1960 1967 1968 1971 1988 1991 2005 2008

July 26
President Truman signs Executive Order 9981, which states, "It is hereby declared to be

the policy of the President that there shall be equality of treatment and opportunity for all

persons in the armed services without regard to race, color, religion, or national origin."

May 17

he Supreme Court rules on the landmark case Brown v. Board of
Education of Topeka, Kans., unanimously agreeing that segregation in public schools is

unconstitutional. The ruling paves the way for large-scale desegregation. The decision
overturns the 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson ruling that sanctioned "separate but equal”
segregation of the races, ruling that "separate educational facilities are inherently
unequal." It is a victory for NAACP attorney Thurgood Marshall, who will later return to
the Supreme Court as the nation's first African-American justice.

Top

Aug.
Fourteen-year-old Chicagoan Emmett Till is visiting family in Mississippi when he is
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Sept. E

kidnapped, brutally beaten, shot, and dumped in the Tallahatchie River for allegedly
whistling at a white woman. Two white men, J. W. Milam and Roy Bryant, are arrested
for the murder and acquitted by an all-white jury. They later boast about committing the
murder in a Look magazine interview. The case becomes a cause célebre of the civil

rights movement.

Dec. 1
source Lierary o concress(Montgomery, Ala.) NAACP member Rosa Parks

refuses to give up her seat at the front of the "colored section" of a bus to a white
passenger, defying a southern custom of the time. In response to her arrest the
Montgomery African-American community launches a bus boycott, which will last for
more than a year, until the buses are desegregated Dec. 21, 1956. As newly elected
president of the Montgomery Improvement Association (MIA), Reverend Martin Luther
King, Jr., is instrumental in leading the boycott.

Top

Jan.-Feb.

Martin Luther King, Charles K. Steele, and Fred L. Shuttlesworth establish the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, of which King is made the first president. The SCLC

becomes a major force in organizing the civil rights movement and bases its principles
on nonviolence and civil disobedience. According to King, it is essential that the civil
rights movement not sink to the level of the racists and hatemongers who oppose them:
"We must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and discipline," he

HOTO: LIE. OF COMGRESS

(Little Rock, Ark.) Formerly all-white Central High School learns that integration is easier
said than done. Nine African-American students are blocked from entering the school on

F

the orders of Governor Orval Faubus. President Eisenhower sends federal troops and

the National Guard to intervene on behalf of the students, who become known as the
"Little Rock Nine."
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Feb. 1

April

May 4

Oct. 1

(Greensboro, N.C.) Four African-American students from North Carolina Agricultural and

Technical College begin a sit-in at a segregated Woolworth's lunch counter. Although
they are refused service, they are allowed to stay at the counter. The event triggers
many similar nonviolent protests throughout the South. Six months later the original four
protesters are served lunch at the same Woolworth's counter. Student sit-ins became
effective throughout the Deep South in integrating parks, swimming pools, theaters,
libraries, and other public facilities.

(Raleigh, N.C.) The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) is founded at
Shaw University, providing young African-Americans with a place in the civil rights

movement. The SNCC later grows into a more radical organization, especially under the
leadership of Stokely Carmichael (1966—1967).

Top

Over the spring and summer, student volunteers begin taking bus trips through the South
to test out new laws that prohibit segregation in interstate travel facilities, which includes
bus and railway stations. Several of the groups of "freedom riders," as they are called,
are attacked by angry mobs along the way. The program, sponsored by The Congress of
Racial Equality (CORE) and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC),
involves more than 1,000 volunteers, black and white.

\._ TS|
James Meredith becomes the first African-American student to enroll at the University of

Mississippi. Surrounding violence and riots cause President Kennedy to send 5,000
federal troops.

April 16

May

Martin Luther King is arrested and jailed during anti-segregation protests in Birmingham,
Ala.; he writes his seminal "Letter from Birmingham Jail," arguing that individuals have

the moral duty to disobey unjust laws.

During civil rights protests in Birmingham, Ala., Commissioner of Public Safety Eugene
"Bull* Connor uses fire hoses and police dogs on African-American demonstrators.
These images of brutality, which are televised and published widely, are instrumental in
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gaining sympathy for the civil rights movement around the world.

June 12
(Jackson, Miss.) Mississippi's NAACP field secretary, 37-year-old Medgar Evers, is

murdered outside his home. Byron De La Beckwith is tried twice in 1964, both trials
resulting in hung juries. Thirty years later he is convicted for murdering Evers.
Aug. 28

(Washington, D.C.) About 200,000 people join the March on
Washington. Congregating at the Lincoln Memorial, participants listen as Martin Luther

King delivers his famous "| Have a Dream" speech.

Sept. 15
(Birmingham, Ala.) Four young girls (Denise McNair, Cynthia Wesley, Carole Robertson,

and Addie Mae Collins) attending Sunday school are killed when a bomb explodes at the

Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, a popular location for civil rights meetings. Riots erupt in
Birmingham, leading to the deaths of two more African-American youths.

Top

Jan. 23
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